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also may have started from the same beginnings,
and may have passed through the same vicissitudes.
But we shall never go beyond, or repeat the mistake
of those who, because they found, or imagined they
found fetish-worship among the least cultivated races
of Africa, America, and Australia, concluded that every
uncultivated race must have started from fetishism in
its religious career.

What then are the documents in which we can
study the origin and growth of religion among the
early Aryan settlers of India ?

Discovery of Sanskrit literature.

The discovery of the ancient literature of India
must sound to most people like a fairy-tale rather
than like a chapter of history, nor do I wonder
that there is, or that there has been at least for a
long time, a certain incredulity, with regard to the
genuineness of that literature. The number of sepa-
rate works in Sanskrit, of which manuscripts are still
in existence, is now estimated to amount to about
10,000l. What would Aristotle have said, if he
had been told that at his time there existed in India,
in that India which Alexander had just discovered,
if not conquered, an ancient literature far richer than
anything existing at that time in Greece ?

1 Kajendralal Mitra, * Catalogue of Sanskrit MSS. in the Library of
the Asiatic Library of Bengal/ 1877, Preface, p. 1. The India Office
Library is said to contain 4093 separate codices; the Bodleian 854, the
Berlin library about the same number. The library of the Maharaja,
of Tanjore is estimated at upwards of 18,000, in eleven distinct alpha-
bets ; the library of the Sanskrit College at Benares at 2000; the
library of the Asiatic Society of Bengal at Calcutta at 3700; that of
the Sanskrit College at Calcutta at 2000.